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1
PUMP

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a371 of PCT/EP2011/000265 filed Jan.
24,2011, which in turn claims the priority of DE 102010 006
929,9 filed Feb. 4, 2010, the priority of both applications is
hereby claimed and both applications are incorporated by
reference herein.

The invention relates to a pump for conveying of a fluid
from an intake region to an outlet region which has a housing
and at least one rotor which is arranged rotatable around an
axis of rotation and which can be driven by a driving element.

Pumps of this kind are well known in the art. They are
applied for example in heating systems to pump water into the
heating circuit. In most cases namely centrifugal pumps are
applied for the mentioned application.

In consideration of the efficiency of energy these pumps
have proved to be disadvantageous. At typical velocity and
flow rate the hydraulic degree of efficiency is mostly not more
than 35%. The reason therefore is the recirculation what
centrifugal pumps work with to achieve the necessary build-
ing of pressure. At a low pump sizes which are typical for the
application in the heating construction, the occurring leak-
ages have a super proportional effect.

With respect to economic viewpoints it is furthermore
essential to be able to produce the pump cost effective, since
they are required in a very high quantity.

Thus, it is an object of the invention to further develop a
pump of the generic kind in such a way that the hydraulic
degree of efficiency is increased, wherein a cost efficient
manufacturing possibility shall exist. Thereby the pump shall
be applicable particularly, but not exclusively in the area of
heating construction.

The solution of this object by the invention is characterized
in that the rotor has a bore, that a piston element is arranged in
the bore which can move along the longitudinal axis of the
bore and that a plurality of magnets or a ring magnet is
arranged stationary in the housing, wherein the magnets or
the ring magnet exert a magnetic attractive force on the piston
element, wherein the magnets or a ring magnet are arranged
in such a manner in the housing that the piston element carries
out an oscillating movement in the bore during rotation of the
rotor around the axis due to the magnetic attractive force.

Accordingly the magnets move the piston element during
rotation of the rotor in the longitudinal direction of the bore;
this oscillating movement is used for conveying of the fluid
and to put it under pressure.

Preferably, the piston element is a ball. Preferably, the
piston element is a magnet or it comprises at least a magnet.

Thereby, the piston element (i.e. preferably the ball) is
preferably tolerated relatively to the bore in such a manner
that fluid which is in the bore is displaced out of the bore and
is sucked in the bore respectively during the translational
movement of the piston element in the bore.

Preferably, the bore in the rotor is arranged perpendicular
to the axis of rotation of the rotor.

Preferably, a seal is arranged or constructed between the
housing and the rotor at each of two opposed locations of the
rotor. The seal is preferably established by a narrow point
between the rotor and the housing. A flow channel for intake
fluid can be established between the seals and the intake
region. Correspondingly, a flow channel for outlet fluid can be
established between the seals and the outlet region.

The magnets, which control the movement of the piston
element in the bore, are preferably arranged along a closed
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curve path within the housing; preferably the curve path is a
circular path. Alternatively to a plurality of discrete magnets
a ring element can be employed.

The magnets and the ring magnet respectively are prefer-
ably permanent magnets.

The diameter of the bore is preferably bigger than the
diameter of the piston element, especially of the ball, by an
amount between 0.05 mm and 0.3 mm, particularly between
0.1 mm and 0.2 mm.

The inner surface of the bore is specifically preferred pro-
vided with a layer of hard material to improve the ware
resistance of the surface of the bore.

Also, more bores can be arranged in the rotor, especially
displaced over the circumference, in which respective piston
elements are arranged.

The proposed conception of the pump has its result that a
much higher hydraulic degree of efficiency can be achieved,
than it is possible with centrifugal pumps. By the proposed
principle of displacement a degree of efficiency can be
achieved up to 80%.

The bodywork which is relatively easy allows furthermore
a cost efficient production so that also high lots of pumps can
be produced efficiently.

In the drawings an embodiment of the invention is shown.
It shows:

FIG. 1 schematically a pump according to the invention,
wherein the pump is shown in a sectional view and wherein
only the important parts are demonstrated which are in rela-
tion with the invention,

FIG. 2 schematically the pump according to FIG. 1 during
a first step of process of the pump procedure,

FIG. 3 schematically the pump according to FIG. 1 during
a second step of process of the pump procedure,

FIG. 4 schematically the pump according to FIG. 1 during
a third step of process of the pump procedure, and

FIG. 5 schematically the pump according to FIG. 1 during
a fourth step of process of the pump procedure.

In FIG. 1 a pump 1 is depicted, wherein only the parts are
shown which are interesting and essential here. The pump 1
works according to the principle of displacement. It has a
housing 4, which extends in a direction of flow F, in which a
fluid is conveyed, for example water. In doing so the housing
4 extends basically from an intake region 2 up to an outlet
region. In the intake region 2 fluid is sucked into the pump 1
and is put under pressure, wherein the fluid is dispensed under
increased pressure into the outlet region 3.

The central building element of the pump 1 is the rotor 6
which can rotate around an axis of rotation 5 which stands
perpendicular on the plane of projection of the figures. Not
demonstrated is a motor by which the rotor 6 can be rotated.

The rotor 6 has a constant bore 7 which extends itself
diagonally and centrally through the rotor 6 and which stands
perpendicular on the axis of rotation 5. Accordingly the bore
7 extends into the direction of the longitudinal axis of the bore
L. Inthe bore 7 a piston element 8 is arranged in form ofa ball.
Within the ball 8 a permanent magnet is integrated.

Above the middle of the rotor 6 a plurality of magnets 9, 9',
9", ...is arranged stationary in the housing 4 and indeed in
such a way that the magnets 9, 9', 9", . . . are arranged along
a circular path (see reference numeral 14 in the FIGS. 2 to 5).
The diameter of the circle of this circular path is about the half
of the diameter of the rotor 6. The magnets 9, 9', 9", . . .
are—like the ball 8—performed as permanent magnets.

The magnets 9, 9', 9", . . . perform a magnetic attractive
force upon the ball 8, i.e. the ball 8 is attracted from the
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magnets 9,9',9", ... indoing so the magnet 9,9'.9", . .. which
lies closest to the ball 8 performs the commanding attractive
force.

The rotor 6 has only a small distance to the wall of the
housing 4 in its supreme and deepest area, which is demon-
strated strongly officious in FIG. 1. Therefore a sealing gap 10
respectively 11 is on hand at the mentioned areas, so that a
fluid can overtlow here hardly from the intake region 2 to the
outlet region 3. The marked areas with 10 and 11 are to be
considered rather as sealed areas.

Hereby a flow channel 12 is created for intake fluid from
the intake region 2 to the rotor 6 and a flow channel 13 for
outlet fluid from the rotor 6 to the outlet region 3.

If the ball 8 moves translational back and forth within the
bore, i.e. it performs an oscillating movement O, a conveying
of fluid out of the bore 7 results due to the relatively small
(clearance-) fit between the diameter of the ball and the diam-
eter of the bore. In doing so fluid is sucked from the intake
region 2 along the flow channel 12 in the left region of the
pump 1 during rotation of the rotor 6 contrary to the clockwise
direction and is conveyed into the flow channel 13 to the outlet
region 3, as can be seen later. The outer diameter d of the ball
is hereby preferential approx. 0.1 to 0.2 mm smaller than the
diameter D of the bore 7.

In the FIGS. 2 to 5 the sequential process of the pump
procedure is shown. The step of process according to FIG. 5
connects to the one according to FIG. 2 and the process
repeats itself accordingly.

The overall 16 discrete magnets 9, 9', 9", . . . which are
identified in FIG. 2 are not displayed in the FIGS. 2 to 5 for
sake of clearness, but only the circular path 14, along which
the magnets 9, 9', 9", . . . are arranged.

In afirst step of process the rotor 6 stands in a basic position
according to FIG. 2, i.e. the bore 7 extends in a longitudinal
direction of the pump 1 from the intake region 2 to the outlet
region 3. The ball 8 seals the bore 7, wherein the ball 8 is
attracted from the next magnet 9* (s. FIG. 1) and is held in
position due to the magnet power.

To pump fluid, the rotor will be driven in anticlockwise
direction from the driving means which are not demonstrated.

In FIG. 3 for a second step of process it is to see, that in
comparison to the basic position according to FIG. 2, the rotor
6 was rotated around the angle .. The magnets 9,9, 9", . ..
thereby pulled the ball 8 along the direction of the longitudi-
nal axis of the bore L, so that for the rotation angle c of the
rotor 6 a translational displacement x resulted into the longi-
tudinal axis of the bore L. (s. FIG. 3). Fluid which stands
within the region of the bore above the ball 8 will be pressed
out into the direction of the outlet region 3, wherein fluid will
be absorbed from the intake region 2 into the bore 7 through
the increasing volume of bore 7 between the access lying left
below of the bore 7 and the ball 8. The flow of fluid is
indicated by arrows.

At further rotation the ball 8 will be pulled from the mag-
nets 9,9, 9", . . . further into the direction of the end of the
bore—according to FIG. 4 for a third step of process at
rotation of the rotor 6 adverse to the basic position according
to FIG. 2 around the angle -, until the magnet 9** (s. FIG. 1)
keeps the ball 8 in position shown in FIG. 4.

At further rotation around the angle y according to FIG. 5
the ball 8 is moved back in the bore 7 for the fourth state of
process, since the ball 8 follows again the course of the
circular path 14 and is kept in position by the appropriate
magnet (in FIG. 5 perhaps from the magnet 9%**_ s. FIG. 1).
Through the movement back of the ball 8 fluid is sucked in
from the intake region 2 across the flow channel 12 into the
bore opening lying above left and is delivered out of the bore
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opening lying right underneath across the flow channel 13 to
the outlet region 3 of the bore 7 under increased pressure. The
flow of fluid is indicated again by arrows.

At further rotation of the rotor 6 (up to reaching an angle y
01'180°) the basic position is reached according to FIG. 2 and
the process repeats itself according to the FIGS. 2 to 5.

The oscillation frequency of the ball 8 in the bore 7 con-
forms to the double rotation frequency of the rotor 6, as it is
shown in the described operating method.

As no nameable flow of fluid can occur across the sealing
gaps 10, 11, which are displayed officiously, a significant
increasing of pressure is reached at the described pump pro-
cess. The buildup of pressure can reach without any problems
up to 0.5 bar, in most cases however not much more than a
buildup of pressure of 0.2 to 0.3 bar is needed for the appli-
cation in the field of the heating construction.

At the common operation method at maximal oscillation
speeds of the ball 8 in the bore 7 are reached between 0.5 and
2 m/s.

As the ball 8 thus oscillates with a relatively high frequency
within the bore 7, a low friction and operation with low wear
of the ball in the bore is important. Accordingly the cylindri-
cal inner surface of the bore 7 is provided with a layer of hard
material, so that there is a high resistance of abrasion and wear
resistance respectively.

At the same time a low friction coefficient between the ball
and the bore surface can be reached through the suitable
choice of the coating and also of the ball.

Within the ball 8 a magnet of rare earth is arranged in the
embodiment. In the embodiment discrete magnets 9, 9',
9", ...areintended. A ring magnet can be applied just as good.
The employment of a ring magnet can prove to be favourable
and especially the guiding quality ofthe piston element can be
constructed more even.

LIST OF REFERENCES

1 Pump

2 Intake region

3 Outlet region

4 Housing

5 Axis of rotation

6 Rotor

7 Bore

8 Piston element (ball)

9 Magnet/ring magnet

9' Magnet

9" Magnet

10 Seal/sealing gap

11 Seal/sealing gap

12 Flow channel

13 Flow channel

14 Curve path (circular path)
F Direction of flow

L Longitudinal axis of the bore
O Oscillating movement

D Diameter of bore

d diameter of piston (of the ball)

The invention claimed is:

1. A pump for conveying of a fluid from an intake region to
an outlet region which has a housing and a rotor which is
arranged rotatable around an axis of rotation and which can be
driven by a driving element, comprising

the rotor with a bore;

a piston element is arranged in the bore which can move

along the longitudinal axis (L) of the bore;
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aplurality of magnets is arranged along a closed curve path
stationary in the housing or a ring magnet is arranged
stationary in the housing, wherein the magnets or the
ring magnet exert a magnetic attractive force on the
piston element;

the magnets are permanent magnets or the ring magnetis a
permanent magnet;

the magnets or a ring magnet are arranged in such a manner
in the housing that the piston element carries out an

oscillating movement (O) in the bore during rotation of 10

the rotor around the axis due to the magnetic attractive
force.

2. The pump of claim 1, wherein the piston element is a
ball.

3. The pump of claim 1, wherein the piston element is a
magnet or comprises a magnet.

4. The pump of claim 3, wherein the piston element is
toleranced relatively to the bore in such a manner that fluid
which is in the bore is displaced out of the bore during the
translational movement of the piston element in the bore.

15

6

5. The pump of claim 4, wherein the bore in the rotor is
arranged perpendicular to the axis of rotation of the rotor.

6. The pump of claim 5, wherein a seal is arranged or
constructed between the housing and the rotor at each of two
opposed locations of the rotor.

7. The pump of claim 6, wherein the seal is established by
a narrow point between the rotor and the housing.

8. The pump of claim 6, wherein a flow channel for intake
fluid is established between the seals and the intake region.

9. The pump of claim 6, wherein a flow channel for outlet
fluid is established between the seals and the outlet region.

10. The pump of claim 1, wherein the curve path is a
circular path.

11. The pump of claim 1, wherein the diameter (D) of the
bore is bigger than the diameter (d) of the piston element by
an amount between 0.05 mm and 0.3 mm.

12. The pump of claim 1, wherein the inner surface of the
bore is provided with a layer of hard material.
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